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3 TYPES OF 
ELECTRIC 
UTILITIES
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• More than 2,000 community-owned electric utilities serve 

more than 49 million people.1

• Public power utilities serve small communities, including 

Bostic, N.C. and Hobgood, N.C., and large cities, including 

Los Angeles, San Antonio, Nashville, Orlando and Seattle. 

• Public power serves customers in 49 states

—all but Hawaii—and five U.S. territories. 

• Three million businesses receive their 

power from a publicly owned electric utility.

1 Based on U.S. Census Bureau statistics of 2.43 people 

per household/meter

WHO DOES PUBLIC POWER SERVE? 
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FIVE ELEMENTS OF 
PUBLIC POWER BUSINESS MODEL 

While each community-owned utility is unique, all public power utilities 

share five characteristics that define the public power business model:
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Delivering value to 

public power 

communities through 

collective strength, 

wisdom and action 

while promoting a more 

successful future for 

our citizens.

PURPOSE
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1.2 MILLION PEOPLE
NC Public Power illuminates 

the homes and workplaces of 

more than 1.2 million people
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Governance Structure

ABOUT ELECTRICITIES

ElectriCities, the energy behind public power, is a not-for-profit 

membership organization that consolidates many of the 

administrative, technical, legal and legislative services needed 

by municipally owned electric utilities.

Governed by a 16-member 

board of directors
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MEMBER LIST
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A BIT OF HISTORY
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RECENT HISTORY

Federal Power Act provides opportunities 

for NCMPA1 and NCEMPA to reduce 

wholesale power supply costs.

NCEMPA reaches agreement to sell its 

electric generation assets to Duke 

Energy Progress, lowering wholesale 

power supply costs and citizens’ 

electric utility bills. Total savings to 

customers in first year = $132 million. 
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THE POWER AGENCIES
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• 859 MW (75 percent) 

ownership in Catawba 

Nuclear Station Unit 2

• Located in York County, SC

• Operated by Duke Energy

North Carolina Municipal Power Agency 1 
(NCMPA1) – Catawba Nuclear Station
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• Sold generation assets (ownership in 4 power plants) to 

Duke Energy Progress in 2015

• This opportunity allowed NCEMPA to sell power 

generation assets, decrease debt and purchase 

wholesale power from Duke Energy Progress

• Continue to provide a reliable power supply

• Lower rates and become 

more cost competitive

• Provide long-term economic benefits

• Increase stability and reduce risk

• Adapt and respond to changing 

market conditions

North Carolina Eastern Municipal 
Power Agency (NCEMPA)
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These guiding principles 

keep the organization 

focused as we address 

industry issues over time.

STRATEGIC PLAN
Guiding Principles



STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

Communicate the value of electric system 

ownership to key stakeholders

Provide competitive and stable wholesale 

electric rates that meet the power supply 

needs of Power Agency members

Promote a workforce plan to attract, develop, 

and retain the necessary human talent to 

provide safe, reliable power and lead public 

power forward

Constantly review and enhance all aspects

of public power; focus on cost reduction

and increased efficiencies in current and 

future operations

Promote investment in public power 

communities’ electric distribution systems and 

in technology to ensure safety and reliability, 

and exceed customer expectations
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www.electricities.com

STAY CONNECTED

@ncpublicpower

@Electricities

@ElectriCitiesNC

ElectriCities of NC

NC Public Power Channel


